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What’s up with WTI #187

Editorial

by Umberto Mucci

Dear friends,

Once again there are many things 
we at We the Italians are working 
on. Whether alone or in partnership 
with some friends, we are happy to 
continue promoting the friendship 
between Italy and the United States 
and the signi昀椀cant contribution of 
Italian Americans to the relation-
ship between our countries.

We begin with an event that will 
take place from September 19 to 21 in 
Chicago: the 昀椀rst reunion of We the 
Italians Ambassadors in the United 
States. 吀栀anks to our Ambassador in 
Illinois, the tireless Ron Onesti, we 
are preparing an event that will al-
low our Ambassadors to get to know 
each other better, share projects and 
interests, and learn about the extra-

https://www.wetheitalians.com/team/we-italians-team
https://www.wetheitalians.com/team/we-italians-team
https://www.wetheitalians.com/team/we-italians-team
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ordinary Italian American commu-
nity in the Windy City.

吀栀e weekend before, we will be 
among the partners of another im-
portant event, which will take place 
in Italy, in Vicenza: the 昀椀rst ITA-
LIA-AMERICA Friendship Festival. 
吀栀e ITALIA-AMERICA Friendship 
Festival aims to celebrate and stren-
gthen the bond between the two 
countries, highlighting their mutual 
in昀氀uence on each other’s cultures. 
Among the partners in the city of 
Vicenza are NIAF, the U.S. Consu-
late General in Milan, the Vicentini 
nel Mondo association, and of cour-
se, everything is also in collabora-

tion with the United States Army 
Garrison Italy, based in Vicenza, the 
Italian city with the highest number 
of American residents.

Speaking of Chicago, you all know 
that here in Rome, the American 
Robert Francis Prevost was elected 
the new Pope, taking the name Leo 
XIV. Prevost was born in Chicago 
and has Italian and Italian American 
roots from both his father’s side (in 
Chicago) and his mother’s side (in 
New Orleans). Read here our article 
to learn more.

From Illinois, we move to New York: 
it’s here that, together with our 

https://italiamericafestival.it/
https://italiamericafestival.it/
https://www.wetheitalians.com/from-italy/pope-leo-xiv-first-italian-american-pope
https://www.wetheitalians.com/from-italy/pope-leo-xiv-first-italian-american-pope
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friends at Zwan, we have registe-
red a new 501(c)(3) organization. 
It’s called the Italia America Repu-
tation Lab, and it will be the tool 
that allows us to develop projects 
thanks to the characteristics of 
American non-pro昀椀ts. From to-
day, the IARL (Italia America Re-
putation Lab) is active, and you 
can 昀椀nd more information here.

吀栀e new world of relations betwe-
en Italy and the United States has 
led us to start a new activity: liste-
ning, exploring, and better under-
standing the interests, opinions, 
and needs of the Italian American 
community. 吀栀e 昀椀rst topic we’ve 
asked for your opinion on is dual 
citizenship, speci昀椀cally the chan-
ges a昀昀ecting the process for ap-
plying for Italian citizenship. We 
will present the results of this acti-
vity, and others to follow, to the 
Italian authorities. Please share 
your opinion by participating in 

our survey here. We will random-
ly select 10 participants and give 
them a copy of the 2024 Yearbook 
of We the Italians.

We are proud of the numbers that 
are increasingly supporting us on 
our Facebook page, with signi昀椀-
cant growth. In the last month, we 
reached 5.5 million views. 吀栀anks 

Massimiliano Finazzer Flory

https://www.iarl.us/
https://www.iarl.us/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdYCvr2iLXOZZzg_IIRZJG7EwajlwMkUKqM0vn_J8ZFy7t_Ig/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdYCvr2iLXOZZzg_IIRZJG7EwajlwMkUKqM0vn_J8ZFy7t_Ig/viewform
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to all of you, and if you haven’t yet, 
please make sure to like our page 
here.

吀栀ere is also a new column in our 
magazine. Starting this month, the 
Managing Director of We the Ita-
lians, Fabrizio Fasani, will discuss 
the Italian economy, covering deve-
lopments and issues, opportunities, 
and the need for change.

吀栀e We the Italians family continues 
to grow wonderfully, and today I am 
particularly delighted to welcome 
three new Ambassadors. 

Dario Gagliano is our new Ambas-
sador in Spring昀椀eld, Massachuset-
ts. Dario was born in Catania, Italy 
but grew up in Connecticut. He was 
raised with a passion for the Italian 
language and culture. He gradua-
ted from Central Connecticut State 
University (CCSU) with a bache-
lor’s degree in Political Science and 
a master’s in International and Area 
Studies. He is a founding member 
and current Vice President of the St 
Padre Pio lodge #3013 of the Order 
Sons and Daughters of Italy in Ame-
rica in Spring昀椀eld, MA and one of 
the leaders of the Future of the Or-
der Forum which aims to engage 
young Italian Americans witht heir 
heritage.

Fabrizio Fasani

Dario Gagliano

https://www.facebook.com/WeTheItalians/
https://www.facebook.com/WeTheItalians/
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Melissa Marinaro is our new Ambas-
sador in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
Melissa  is the Director of the Italian 
American Program at the Senator 
John Heinz History Center where 
they oversee the institution’s Italian 
American Collection and manage 
the Italian American Program’s edu-
cational programming and commu-
nity outreach. Melissa has cultiva-
ted signi昀椀cant artifact and archival 
collections related to post-war Ita-
lian immigration to Western Penn-
sylvania and Italian American folk 
traditions. 吀栀ey are the author of 
Highlights from the Italian Ameri-
can Collection: Western Pennsylva-
nia Stories. Melissa co-directs the 
Italian Diaspora Archives Resource 
Map (IDARM) Project, an initiati-
ve involving archivists, academics 
and museum professional to iden-
tify and make visible the network 
of repositories documenting the 
Italian Diaspora in the Pennsylva-

nia-Ohio-West Virginia region. 

Lorenzo Agnoloni is our new Am-
bassador in Tampa, Florida. Loren-
zo is the owner and founder of the 
Studio Legale Notarile Agnoloni – 
International Law-Notary Firm. His 
practice concentrates upon interna-
tional taxation and contracts, busi-
ness transactions and arbitration, ci-
vil, commercial and administrative 
litigation and immigration law and 
related matters. Lorenzo is an accre-
dited notary public for the State of 
Florida and has an o昀케ce in Tampa.

Let me remember you about “We 
the ItaliaNews: Italy in english,” and 
“We the ItaliaNews: L’Italia in Ame-
rica”. 吀栀e former talks about what is 
happening in Italy, and is in Engli-
sh language, with a new episode out 
every Monday; the latter talks about 
what is happening in the Italian Ita-
lian American communities in the 

Melissa Marinaro

Lorenzo Agnoloni
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United States, and it is in Italian lan-
guage, with a new episode out every 
吀栀ursday. You can 昀椀nd them both 
here. Two podcasts, Two languages, 
Two 昀氀ags, One heart.

If you like what we do, let me remem-
ber you to please subscribe to We the 
Italians, here. Every month we give 
you 50 news excusive for our subscri-
bers, at the cost of one single espres-
so, one for month. You can subscribe 
on our Facebook page. Besides, as al-
ready announced, the eleventh book, 
the ninth annual yearbook, is avai-
lable for you: twelve interviews from 
2024 on twelve di昀昀erent topics that 

https://www.facebook.com/WeTheItalians/support/?surface=permalink_subscribe_url&entrypoint_surface=comet_permalink
https://wetheitalians.com/podcast
https://wetheitalians.com/podcast
https://www.facebook.com/WeTheItalians/support/?surface=permalink_subscribe_url&entrypoint_surface=comet_permalink
https://www.facebook.com/WeTheItalians/support/?surface=permalink_subscribe_url&entrypoint_surface=comet_permalink
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have in common Italy and the United 
States. On this page, you will 昀椀nd a 
preview and the link to purchase it.

Let me also remember you that soon 
we will have a new version of our 
new website, with a huge news: the 
areas we divided the US into will be 
reduced to six due to three consolida-
tions. 吀栀e areas New England, New 
York, and East will remain the same; 
South and South East will merge into 
one area called South; Great Lakes 
and Midwest will merge into one area 
called Midwest; West and California 
will merge into one area called West.

吀栀e new areas, along with their re-
spective states, will therefore be as 
follows: 1) New England (Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachuset-
ts, Connecticut, Rhode Island). 2) 
New York (New York State). 3) East 
(New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, Washington DC, Virgi-
nia, West Virginia). 4) South (North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Florida, Georgia, Alaba-
ma, Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisia-
na, Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico). 
5) Midwest (Ohio, Michigan, Wi-
sconsin, Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, 
Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota, 
South Dakota, North Dakota, Mon-
tana, Wyoming, Colorado). 6) West 
(Alaska, Hawaii, Washington State, 
Oregon, Idaho, Nevada, Utah, Arizo-
na, California).

It’s all for now. Please stay safe and 
take care, and enjoy our magazine 
and our contents on our website. 
Stay safe and take care: the future’s so 
bright, we gotta wear tricolor shades! 
A big Italian hug from Rome.

https://www.wetheitalians.com/yearbook2024
https://www.wetheitalians.com/yearbook2024
https://www.wetheitalians.com/yearbook2024
http://www.wetheitalians.com/
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The rebirth of Sammezzano

Italian art

We the Italians Editorial Sta昀昀

Italy is an open-air museum, 
where art is everywhere, in 
many di昀昀erent forms. Some 
of the places where this art is 
found are not accessible, and 
that’s a shame. Today, a昀琀er a 
long and painful period of clo-
sure marked by bureaucracy 
and mismanagement, there is a 

wonderful news about the path 
leading to the reopening of an 
extraordinary, unique, and al-
most unknown site to most: 
the Sammezzano Castle in Tu-
scany.

吀栀e Sammezzano Castle took 
on its current appearance 
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thanks to the work of Ferdi-
nando Panciatichi Ximenes 
d’Aragona, who transformed 
and expanded the pre-existing 
building between 1843 and 
1889. Most of his life was thus 
dedicated to the titanic task 
of creating the Castle and the 
Park of Sammezzano.

However, the history of the 
place is much older: it can be 
traced back to the Roman era 
and continued throughout the 
subsequent centuries. 吀栀e gre-
at historian Davidson, in his 
“History of Florence,” states 
that in 780, Charlemagne, on 
his way back from Rome whe-
re he had had his son baptized 
by the Pope, might have passed 
through the area.

吀栀e estate that includes Sam-
mezzano later belonged to 
very important families: in 
particular, the Altoviti family, 
and then, by the will of Duke 
Cosimo, it passed to Giovanni 
Jacopo de’ Medici, who in turn 
sold it to Sebastiano Ximenes.
吀栀ese lands remained in the 
Ximenes d’Aragona family un-
til the last heir, Ferdinando, 
who, in昀氀uenced and fascina-
ted by Orientalism (a cultural 
movement that spread throu-
ghout Europe from the early 
19th century and found one 
of its main centers in Floren-
ce), began to modify the exi-
sting structure of the castle 
by adding perforated domes, 
intertwined arches, elaborate 
stucco, ceramic mosaics, and 
numerous exotic plant species. 
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It was then that new magni昀椀cent 
polychrome rooms were created: 
the Entrance Hall in 1853, the 
Stalactite Corridor in 1862, the 
Ballroom in 1867, and the Central 
Tower, which bears the carved 
date of 1889.
Ferdinando died on October 18, 
1897. 吀栀e property passed to his 
daughter Marianna, who was 
married to Paolucci and who died 
at Sammezzano on December 7, 
1919. Since then, the castle went 
through several phases; it was 
classi昀椀ed as “of public interest” 
and, a昀琀er the war, was converted 
into a luxury hotel and the set for 
numerous 昀椀lm productions.

Later, it fell into a state of aban-
donment. For years, hundreds of 
thousands of citizens asked, in 
vain, for this extraordinary place 
to be recovered and made acces-
sible to everyone. Yet, despite the 
existence of a speci昀椀c law – the 
Italian Cultural Heritage Code – 
that mandates its protection, no 
concrete action has ever been ta-
ken to truly enhance it, and only 
today does it seem that its rebirth 
has begun. Even today, with its 65 
incredibly decorated and colorful 
rooms, the Sammezzano Castle 
represents a unique example in 
the European architectural and 
landscape panorama.
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吀栀e castle, located about thir-
ty kilometers east of Florence, 
near Leccio in the municipality 

of Re最最ello, has 昀椀nally been pur-
chased at auction. 吀栀e acquisition 
of Sammezzano by the Moretti 
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